PEARLS OF THE ORIENT

1-agans (the Igorots of Benguet
and the Ifugaosj, while the Bon-
toks and Tinggians are Indo-
nesian-Malay mixtures. These and
the Mohammedans (Moros) of
Mindanao and the Sulu Archi-
pelago are the only non-Christians
of Malay stock.

The Moros are divided into sev-
eral branches. The Sulus inhabit
Jolo and neighboring islands, and
the Sultan of Sulu until recent
times was suzerain over a part of
Borneo. The Samals were origi-
nally SainalLaut (sea folk) whose
homes were their boats and some
t'the Bajaos) still are ocean nom-
ads, but most of them now live in
villages in the southern Sulu Arch-
ipelago. They were the most
troublesome of all the [Moham-
medan pirates. The Magindanao
Moros inhabit the island to which
they gave their name, their two
chief centers being the Mindanao
Valley and the Lanao< region.                                                         publishers Photo Se^ice

The chief  head-hunting groups            FAMOUS IFUGAO RICE TERRACES

are the pagans in Mountain Prov- The Ifugaos are skillful farmers and irrigation engineers,
ince, although some Mindanao The water is often brought long distances in ditches or
pagans also practiced the art. The in
taking of heads has been so
frowned upon by the government that it
is now an infrequent occurrence, though
a practice ages old naturally dies hard,
especially when head-hunting had a relig-
ious and a social sanction. Formerly the
taking of a head was the only road a
young brave could take to a maiden's
favor. Just as the American Indian buck
must show his bravery and prowess be-
taking an enemy scalp or two, so the more
heads the Bontok or Kalinga braves took,
the greater their glory among the old men
who ruled the village and among the
maidens who ruled their hearts. The
people of the next village inhabited by
their own race (but not of their clan)
might be the enemy, and village feuds ex-
isted as bitter as the family feuds among
some of our own mountaineers in the
Appalachians. Each spring the young
man's fancy turned to head-hunting as a
preliminary to love. So may it today,

This picture shows a
section of the terraces at Banaue.

but wise administrators have taught him
it is best to withhold his hand from the
tempting head-axe. Xo more the distant
hallo of the head-hunter returning vic-
torious from the fray, nor the answering
shouts of the village, including perhaps
the glad outcry of the maiden who has
selected him as her own.

The picturesque head-hunter and his
strange customs have sometimes attracted
so much attention that foreigners have
lost sight of the fact that more than ninety
per cent of the Filipinos are Christians
living peaceful lives in villages, cultivating
the soil, and practicing much the same arts
and crafts as people in other Christian
lands. But if the strange and unexpected
appeal, what is more strange than that
in the midst of Buddhists, Mohammedans,
Shintoists, Confucianists, Taoists and pa-
gans speaking an infinite variety of
tongues there is a Christian people whose
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